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E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 
TAGS: ETRD CS 

SUBJECT: BRIBE ATTEMPTS OF BANANA COMPANIES 

1. DURING MEETING WITH ME MAY 13, PRESIDENT ODUBER SAID 
THAT DURING LAST FEW WEEKS STANDARD FRUIT OFFICIALS IN COSTA 
RICA HAD MADE WHAT WAS CLEARLY AN ATTEMPT TO BRIBE HIM WITH 
AN OFFER OF SHARES UP TO $3 MILLION. HE SAID THAT THE OFFER 
HAD, OF COURSE, BEEN FLATLY REFUSED BY THE LAWYER WITH WHOM 
THE STANDARD OFFICIALS WERE IN TOUCH. IN FACT, IT WAS PARTLY 

IN REACTION THAT HE IMPOSED THE NEW TAX ON BANANAS SO THAT 
THE BANANA COMPANIES WOULD HAVE NO REASON TO ATTEMPT ANY 
FURTHER BRIBES. 

2. ODUBER ALSO SAID HE HAD BEEN RELIABLY INFORMED THAT 

DEL MONTE HAD "BOUGHT" SOME GUATEMALAN LEGISLATORS. HE ALSO 
UNDERSTOOD THAT THERE HAD BEEN SOME ATTEMPTS AT A SIMILAR 
ACTION WITH COSTA RICA CONGRESSMEN, ALTHOUGH HE DID NOT 
KNOW WHETHER OR NOT THEY WERE SUCCESSFUL. 

3. ODUBER SAID THAT FACIO WAS AWARE OF THE STANDARD 
ATTEMPT AND WOULD BE INFORMING ASST. SECRETARY ROGERS IN 
WASHINGTON. HE WAS INFORMING ME ALSO IN THE HOPE THAT 
THE U.S. GOVERNMENT WOULD SPEAK TO THE VARIOUS COMPANIES 
AND TRY TO GET THEM TO UNDERSTAND THAT THIS IS NO LONGER 
THE WAY TO DO BUSINESS IN LATIN AMERICA AND THAT IRREGULAR 
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ACTIVITIES CAN ONLY HARM THEM AND THE U.S. IN THE AREA. 
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